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Of the non-controversiaJ papers, the one tracing "The Development 
of the American Doctrine of Jurisdiction of Courts over States," the 
companion study entitled "Execution of Judgments in Jurist States," 
the essay on "The Position of the Judiciary in the United States," and 
that on "The Proposed Codification of International Law" are of 
chief value. In the last named, incidentally, is an outline of the entire 
subject of the international law of peace which might well furnish a 
basis for a course of lectures along quite novel lines. 

In all respects the volume is a fitting memorial of its regretted author. 

Edwabd S. Cobwin. 

Princeton University. 

The Spirit of the Common Law. By Roscoe Pound. (Boston : 
The Marshall Jones Company. 1921. Pp. xv, 224.) 

In these eight lectures. Dean Pound traces the ideas that have played 
a part in the development of the common law and outlines the emerging 
attitude of the twentieth century and its promise for the future. His 
picture of the past is a marvelously wrought intellectual tapestry made 
from the threads that dynasties of judges, jurists and philosophers 
have spun. Thus the spirit of the common law is found chiefly in the 
professions of its votaries. This tends to leave the impression that 
men actually were controlled by the abstractions and the absolutes 
that they chanted. Yet in the later lectures the author, who is as 
acute as he is learned, makes plain that in spite of professed devotion 
to fixed ideals and imiversal principles, the judges have felt their way, 
made compromises, and tested principles by their fruits. The jurists 
of today, he tells us, "call for a legal history which is to show us how 
the law of the past grew out of social, economic and psychological 
conditions, how it accommodated itself to them, and how far we may 
proceed upon that law as a basis, or in disregard of it, with well-groimded 
expectations of producing the results desired." 

This is a large program. In these lectures. Dean Pound deals 
chiefly with the conditions that may be termed psychological or philo- 
sophical. He emphasizes their potency while he reveals their inade- 
quacy. His historical retrospect is, not only a significant contribution 
to the history of legal and political theory, but a powerful lever in the 
advocacy of that newer attitude of which he is the leading exponent — 
the attitude which puts "the emphasis upon social interests" and which 
looks at the rules and premises of the legal system "in terms of the 
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concrete situation, not in terms of the abstract claims of abstract 
human beings." This attitude is fortunate in having for its leader a 
man of learning as well as of wisdom. This happy union gives these 
lectures a double value. They squelch the shallow raiUngs of ignorant 
critics who would divorce the present from the past and they offer 
wise guidance to those who would build on the past and the present 
to make a better future. 



Thomas Reed Powell. 



Columbia University. 



Intervention in International Law. By Ellery C. Stowell. 
(Washington: John Byrne and Company. 1921. Pp. vi, 

558.) 

In a concise, but clear preface, Mr. StoweU gives us the objects of 
his investigation, which deals with some of the most important con- 
temporary problems of international law. For instance, he tries to 
answer the difficult question as to when a state may be justified in 
employing force or the menace of force to influence the conduct of 
another state. In analyzing modem conditions, he constantly keeps in 
mind the ideals of democracy. From that latter point of view he 
arrives at the conclusion that selfish insistence or absolute independence 
of action of a state do not justify interference with a neighbor; no 
state, he says, shall unreasonably insist upon its rights or pursue its 
interests to the detriment of other states. 

Unfortunately the domain of international relations is so full of 
old prejudices, perverted ideas, and moral conflicts, that the author 
sometimes finds it difficult to blaze a clear trail and leaves some ques- 
tions unanswered, but this does not in any way detract from the good 
impression created by the reading of his book. The chief criticism 
one might make is the fact that the author in places treats his subject, 
especially the historical examples, at too great length. This is the 
case, for instance, with the Putumazo atrocities and the Polish insur- 
rections; in reading the corresponding pages one might think the author 
were writing a history of Peru or of Poland. 

The best parts of the book are the first two chapters, on "Inter- 
position" and "International Police," though the latter title is unfor- 
tunately chosen and calls for special explanation. The author gives 
clear and acceptable definitions of redress, expiation and punishment; 
n some cases, however, the foreign names are hopelessly misspelled 



